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Corral's injury opens the door for backups
Who’s under center?
Left: Matt Corral (2) is tackled by a Cal defender. Corral is listed day-to-day after injuring his rib during the 28-20 loss to the Golden 
Bears. Right: John Rhys Plumlee (10) looks for an open receiver after being put in the game when Matt Corral was injured. Plumlee 
went 7-7 for 82 yards passing.
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Pelosi
orders im-
peachment 
probe
House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi launched the House 
of Representatives into 
a formal impeachment 
inquiry against President 
Donald Trump on Tues-
day, acquiescing to mount-
ing pressure from fellow 
democrats and plunging 
a deeply divided nation 
into an election year clash 
between Congress and the 
commander in chief.
The probe centers on 
whether Trump abused his 
presidential powers and 
sought help from a foreign 
government for his reelec-
tion, actions Pelosi said 
would mark a “betrayal 
of his oath of office.” She 
declared: “No one is above 
the law.”
Pelosi had long resisted 
pursuing impeachment, but 
her caucus moved swiftly in 
favor of a probe in recent 
days following reports that 
Trump asked Ukraine’s 
president to investigate 
democratic foe Joe Biden 
and his son. Her decision 
sets up her party’s most 
urgent and consequential 
confrontation with a presi-
dent who thrives on combat, 
and it injects deep uncer-
tainty in the 2020 White 
House race.
President Trump reacted 
swiftly to Speaker Pelosi’s 
announcement that the 
democrat-controlled House 
is moving forward with 
an official impeachment 
inquiry.
Trump noted that Pelo-
si’s announcement came as 
he met with world leaders at 
the United Nations on Tues-
day. He tweeted that “the 
Democrats purposely had 
to ruin and demean it with 
more breaking news Witch 
Hunt garbage. So bad for 
our Country!”
Calls for an impeach-
ment inquiry have intensi-
fied following reports that 
Trump may have sought a 
foreign government’s help 
in his reelection bid. Trump 
insists he has done nothing 
wrong. He said he’ll release 
a transcript of his phone call 
with Ukraine’s president.
Trump tweeted: “They 
never even saw the tran-
script of the call. A total 
Witch Hunt!”
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As the ominous matchup 
against Alabama approaches, 
Ole Miss has replaced the 
regular practice music play-
list with the sound of rabid 
opposing fans, which blares 
from the loudspeakers on the 
practice field.
This is indicative of the 
overall mood of the program 
as the dynamic of the prepa-
ration for the Tuscaloosa trip 
changed when starting quar-
terback Matt Corral left the 
California loss with bruised 
ribs last Saturday.
Corral was hurt early in 
the second half but contin-
ued to play before coming 
out in the fourth quarter. 
True freshman John Rhys 
Plumlee came in and revived 
the Rebel offense in the 
near-comeback, going 7-7 for 
82 yards passing and ripping 
a 47-yard run that lead to a 
Jerrion Ealy score.
Plumlee lit an automatic 
fire in his teammates and a 
fan base waiting for some-
thing to happen on offense, 
and while there’s never a 
good time for an injury to 
your starting quarterback, 
this week gives Rich Rodri-
guez an opportunity to 
experiment with his backups.
While a victory feels 
unlikely, the meeting with 
the Crimson Tide is a chance 
for the Rebels to throw their 
other inexperienced pass-
ers at the wall to see what 
happens. Luke mentioned on 
Monday that if Corral were 
healthy enough to play on 
Saturday, he’d consider play-
ing both quarterbacks.
“I  think John Rhys 
showed he can go out there 
and handle himself. He 
brought a spark into the 
stadium and on the side-
line,” Luke said. “Moving 
forward, what he can bring 
with his legs — especially 
against a really good defense 
— I think that addition gives 
(opponents) something else 
to prepare for.”
Luke told media in his 
Monday press conference 
that the coaching staff will 
monitor Corral throughout 
practice this week to deter-
mine how to handle the quar-
terback’s workload going 
forward. Plumlee ran with 
the first team offense on 
Tuesday as Corral sat out.
Playing Plumlee and 
Grant Tisdale against the 
Alabama defense would give 
the coaching staff enough 
film to evaluate all three 
quarterbacks as the Rebels 
move into a crucial part of 
the season.
Plumlee  trott ing  on 
the field and finishing the 
game might have come as a 
surprise for most, as Tisdale 
JOSHUA CLAYTON
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OLE MISS SOCCER PREPARES 
FOR MAGNOLIA CUP
The Rebels head to 
Starkville to face the 
Mississippi State Bulldogs 
on Thursday night, hoping 
to earn their first SEC win.
SEE PAGE 5
SEE QUARTERBACKS PAGE 2
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Paid for by the Committee to Elect Kevin Frye
As Senator Kevin will continue working 
to secure our future by:
Expanding early childhood and pre-k access
Investing in classroom needs
Enhancing job training & workforce 
education opportunities
Increasing teacher pay
Committed to 
Education for Everyone
3 4 1 5 5
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QUARTERBACKS
continued from page 1
Grant Tisdale (14) hands the ball to Tylan Knight (4) during a practice earlier this season.
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Indian Students Association offers community for UM
BUY IT.  RENT IT.  SELL IT.  FIND IT.
IN THE DM CLASSIFIEDS 
appeared to separate himself 
as the No. 2 quarterback on 
the roster. Offensive coordina-
tor Rich Rodriguez said there 
won’t be a wholesale change 
in their preparation for this 
week.
“You can see any number 
of guys. Some guys don’t 
practice their backup quar-
terbacks. They don’t get a 
lot of reps. Ours get a lot of 
reps,” Rodriguez said. “Our 
reps are usually pretty evenly 
distributed between ones and 
twos. We’ve been trying to 
get three quarterbacks ready: 
Matt (Corral) and John Rhys 
and Grant Tisdale, and we’ll 
continue to do that.”
Luke said that having an 
experienced coordinator like 
Rodriguez prepares the team 
for changes like this. “He’s had 
throwing quarterbacks, he’s 
had running quarterbacks and 
the offense is very flexible in 
how we can utilize him.”
The Rebels have the task of 
finding the best quarterback 
to lead the team and it looks 
as if Plumlee will be that guy 
in Tuscaloosa. Tight end Octa-
vious Cooley is confident the 
freshman is ready for the job 
after his lightning round at the 
end of the California game.
“He’s always been good 
with energy at practice. He 
helps the team a lot. I knew 
he was going to get in and do 
something good. He’s from 
Mississippi, so that’s a Missis-
sippi boy,” Cooley said. “I feel 
like he’s ready. He’s got a lot of 
energy and I think he’ll step up 
to the challenge.”
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Two people can win a pair of tickets to see the 
Rebels take on Vanderbilt Oct. 5th. 
Go to Campus Creek 
to enter for your chance to win.
One entry per person. Employees of the Student Media Center and their immediate families are not eligible for contest. Winner’s photo will be used in promotional materials.
Win Ole Miss Football Tickets
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Winner will be announced on Rebel Radio Thursday,  
Oct. 3rd
101 Creekmore Blvd.
662.513.4980
CONGRATULATIONS TO CALIFORNIA TICKET WINNERS 
Anna Kate Schreck and Kevin Carter 
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Grant Tisdale (14) hands the ball to Tylan Knight (4) during a practice earlier this season.
When Ole Miss Indian 
Students Association presi-
dent Ravneet Singh moved to 
campus for the first-time last 
year, she missed her home in 
Punjab, India. She soon found 
her home away from home in 
the ISA.
Singh said her goal as pres-
ident this year is to give Indian 
students on campus the same 
support she found in the club 
and to educate others on 
Indian culture.
“ W h e n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
students come from India, they 
do not know anyone here so we 
try to make them feel at home 
through our events,” Singh 
said.
Singh added that they’re 
introducing a Bollywood 
formal this year, featuring a 
mix of Indian and American 
music. It will take place Octo-
ber 18 at the Lyric, and is open 
to all students.
The ISA, sponsored by the 
office of global engagement, 
also hosts Bollywood movie 
nights, Diwali and Holi cele-
brations and monthly meet-
ings that showcase an array of 
Indian food.
Singh has seen first-hand 
just how impactful the club can 
be on students’ lives.
“I joined the club because 
when I came over to Ole 
Miss last year I did not know 
anyone, and when I found 
the club I realized that there 
were other people like me on 
campus,” Singh said. “I really 
love Indian culture, and I like 
how there is a place here where 
it was celebrated.”
Singh said she found the 
Indian community nonexis-
tent when she first arrived on 
campus and struggled to find 
a place in Oxford. She esti-
mated that there are around 
140 Indian students on campus 
(university enrollment data 
does not specify the number of 
Indian students).
She hopes that other inter-
national students who join the 
club don’t experience what she 
went through during her first 
few weeks.
As the new president, Singh 
said her goal is to have students 
of all nationalities to join the 
club so Indian culture can be 
spread to as many students as 
possible.
“We always have Indian 
food at every event, and I want 
to share that with others unfa-
miliar with the culture,” Singh 
said. “I do not want people to 
think Indian culture is strange, 
and I hope they can see that 
through the club.”
Joining the club and attend-
ing each monthly meeting is 
not required to participate in 
all the events. After paying a 
membership fee, students can 
take part in all the club has to 
offer Singh said.
The ISA’s largest event is 
India Night, a night of cele-
bration devoted to educating 
others on Indian culture.
“India Night is another 
way to showcase our culture to 
everyone through many perfor-
mances and games as well as 
a lot of food for everyone, 
and there is no cost,” Singh 
said. “We just want everyone 
to come, watch, eat and learn 
more about India.”
ISA Vice President Krishna 
Patel said she joined ISA plan 
new events that everyone 
would “love and enjoy.”
“I also want to inform 
everyone that this club is not 
only just for Indians, but for all 
races that would love to take 
part in the Indian culture,” 
Krishna Patel said.
Krishna Patel said she is 
most excited for the Bollywood 
themed formal that she helped 
create. It will be centered 
around Bollywood music and 
a few dance performances. She 
is confident the event will be 
a success and will become a 
favorite for those who attend.
“This club is important 
to me because I know that 
there are a lot of international 
students that miss their homes 
and events that they have been 
a part of,” Krishna Patel said. 
“By being in this club and 
creating events I hope I would 
help everyone make friends 
and feel closer to home.”
Events coordinator Himani 
Patel, from Ahmedabad India, 
joined the club because she 
missed celebrating Indian 
holidays and wanted to make 
friends similar to her.
“One of the things I recently 
realized is that it is very 
important to stay in touch 
with your roots and never 
forget where you came from,” 
Himani Patel said. “For Indian 
international students, it’s like 
home away from home and for 
all the American-born Indian 
students it’s a great way to stay 
in touch with the culture.”
Himani Patel is looking 
forward to performing in India 
Night for the second year. She 
said it was an impactful event 
and she loved supporting her 
friends on stage.
Her favorite thing about 
the club is sharing her love of 
Indian culture with others.
“The best thing about (ISA) 
is that it is open to everyone, 
regardless of their nationality,” 
Himani Patel said. “Anyone is 
welcome who wants to enjoy 
and celebrate Indian culture 
and that’s what I love most 
about this organization.”
‘Home away from home’
DANIELLE ANGELO
thedmnews@gmail.com
This club is important 
to me because I know 
that there are a lot of 
international students 
that miss their homes 
and events that they have 
been a part of. By being 
in this club and creating 
events I hope I would help 
everyone make friends 
and feel closer to home.
- Krishna Patel
ISA Vice President
Indian Students Association offers community for UM
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From NBC’s “The Voice” to 
her newest title “K-12,” Mela-
nie Martinez has brought her 
unique artistic vision to speak-
ers and screens of all sizes with 
her new album “K-12.” The 
album was released on Sept. 
6, and the album’s feature film 
launched on Sept. 5.
“Surrealist, whimsical, dark 
comedy musical,” is how Marti-
nez described the album in an 
interview with KTLA 5, “It’s 
very magical.”
Throughout the f i lm’s 
pastel, violent K-12 world, 
Cry Baby and her friends face 
obstacles such as bullying, 
substance abuse, mental illness 
and the drama that exists 
within school walls.
She paints the K-12 admin-
istration to be lecherous, 
corrupt and uncaring of the 
student population as outlined 
in her song “The Principal.”
The song says: “Killing kids 
all day and night / Prescription 
pills and on-line fights / Shoot-
ing at the angels while claiming 
you're the good guy / All you 
want is cash and hype.”
Martinez’s lyrics describe 
the lead administrator as some-
one that is out of touch with the 
student body and unaware of 
the challenges they face while 
keeping a professional and 
benevolent facade.
The album's lyrics encourage 
the audience to venture through 
grade school again, with a bitter-
sweet nostalgic view.
Her movie is free to watch 
on Youtube and currently has 
around 27 million views. Fans 
have expressed their delight 
and support for the artist’s 
free movie. Martinez’s label, 
Atlantic Records, invested an 
estimated $6 million for the 
project’s completion. Despite 
being an hour and a half long, 
the video does not contain any 
advertisements.
For this album, her current 
most streamed song on Spotify 
is “Show and Tell,” gaining 
approximately 9.5 million 
streams since its release.
Martinez’s second album, 
“Cry Baby,” was released in Aug. 
2015 and followed the 2014 
release of her EP, “Dollhouse.”
Fans have waited about 
four years for the release of 
a new album, with only one 
song released on SoundCloud 
in response to sexual assault 
allegations in 2017 from her 
ex-friend Timothy Heller. The 
song “PIGGYBACK” discusses 
Martinez’s feelings on the situ-
ation.
The song outlines her strug-
gles with friendships ending in 
jealousy due to her fame and 
fortune.
She maintained her inno-
cence throughout the social 
media explosion, and the alle-
gations have not resurfaced 
directly from either source. 
Many fans boycotted her music 
during that time, while others 
found holes in the story and 
remained loyal to Martinez 
despite the allegations.
She uses common adoles-
cent terms and themes to point 
out flaws within the school 
system as an adult. Songs 
featured on the album follow 
the established child-cen-
tered theme. titles of the songs 
include “Wheels on the Bus,” 
“Lunchbox Friends” and “High 
School Sweethearts.”
“K-12” is set in a fantasy 
world that follows the adven-
tures of Martinez’s younger 
characterization of herself 
who is referred to as Cry Baby. 
Within the 90-minute movie 
for the album, Cry Baby and 
her friends utilize their seem-
ingly extraterrestrial powers 
to help them survive their time 
within the school and eventu-
ally destroy it.
Martinez’s characters fit 
into student body stereotypes. 
Primarily the archetypes one 
would be used to seeing in teen 
movies and relatable public 
service announcements. Cry 
Baby’s clique embodies those 
who experience the harsh side 
of teacher favoritism and bully-
ing.
K-12 is set to go on a world 
wide tour starting Oct. 13 in 
Washington D.C. and finishes 
in Germany on Dec. 12. More 
tour dates and ticket informa-
tion are offered on her website 
at melaniemartinezmusic.com
SIGN UP FOR CLASS PORTRAITS TODAY
HOW PHOTOGENIC ARE YOU?
THE OLE MISS 2019-2020 YEARBOOK
OCTOBER 14-18, 21-25 | 9:30-6:30 PM | 3RD FLOOR LOBBY OF STUDENT UNION
                    SENIORS:
NEED TO SCHEDULE APPOINTMENT AT WWW. OURYEAR.COM.
SCHOOL CODE: 141 OR CALL 1-800-OURYEAR {1-800-687-9327}.
FRESHMAN, SOPHOMORES & JUNIORS
NO APPOINTMENTS NEEDED. YOUR PHOTO WILL BE TAKEN ON A WALK- IN BASIS
Melanie Martinez returns with sophomore album ‘K-12’
CAROLINE NIHILL
thedmfeatures@gmail.com
PHOTO COURTESY: MELANIE MARTINEZ VIA FACEBOOK
Get the latest info online at www.theDMonline.com    |    Oxford and Ole Miss news no matter where you are
THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 25 SEPTEMBER 2019 | PAGE 5
IN HONOR OF LGBTQ+ 
HISTORY MONTH
Keynote Address 
& Reception
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1 | 4:00 - 5:30 PM
Bryant Hall | Free and Open to Public
Featuring Jensen Luke Matar, 
Coordinator of the Transgender 
Education and Advocacy 
Program with the ACLU of 
Mississippi.
The CICCE will also hold an Allies Training on 
Wednesday, October 23, 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM, in Bryant 
Hall 207. Allies Training is a 2.5-3 hour workshop that 
aims to encourage understanding of sexual orientation 
and gender identity. This Allies Training is open to all 
interested UM students, faculty, and staff.
inclusion.olemiss.edu
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Ole Miss heads to
Starkville for Magnolia Cup
After a battle in a diffi-
cult overtime game against 
Missouri to open up SEC play, 
coach Matt Mott and his team 
look forward to the two-game 
week.
The Rebels travel to Missis-
sippi State on Thursday for 
their rivalry matchup. Head 
coach Matt Mott is hoping for 
the team’s first conference win 
despite historically having 
trouble winning in Starkville.
Ole Miss leads the all-time 
series 13-6-3, but have only 
won one match in the past four 
trips south. The Rebels beat 
the Bulldogs 2-0 in Oxford last 
season.
Mississippi State is a 
dynamic team with a new 
coach despite their modest 
record, and Mott expressed 
that it will be a challenge to 
get a win down there.
“I think we are going to 
have our hands full on Thurs-
day night,” Mott said on 
Monday. “It’s always diffi-
cult to play down there. We’ve 
certainly struggled in my time 
here, when we go down there... 
We’re going to need big-time 
play out of our goalkeeping in 
Ashley (Orkus), the back line 
and midfield.”
The Bulldogs hold a 5-4 
record on the season. They’re 
trying to get back in the 
win column after back-to-
back home losses to Boston 
College and Texas A&M. The 
team failed to score a goal and 
allowed five in the two games.
Goalkeeper Ashley Orkus 
came up big against Mizzou in 
the 1-1 draw last Friday night, 
but the team will need her to 
continue to play big between 
the posts these next few 
games. On the attacking side, 
Channing Foster is hoping to 
continue leading the offense 
with her six goals so far this 
season.
It will be a quick turn 
around for the Rebels when 
they come home Sunday to 
host Auburn. The Tigers are 
4-3-2 for this season so far and 
are 1-0 in conference play and 
hoping to change that to 3-0, 
with wins over Tennessee and 
Ole Miss this week.
Mott expressed his confi-
dence with his defense after 
the draw against Mizzou. 
They were a crucial part in 
holding them to a 1-1 draw. 
They’ll need to continue to 
hold steady this week against 
teams averaging 13.1 and 16.4 
shots per game.
“We defended really well. 
They have one of the best 
forwards in the league (Sarah 
Luebbert), and I thought we 
did a great job on her,” Mott 
said. “Sydney Michalak, Grace 
Johnson, Madison Smith and 
Maddy Houghton did a great 
job. And again, great goal-
keeping by our entire goal 
keeping crew. I’m certainly 
really happy with how we’ve 
been doing back there.”
With the defense perform-
ing, the main focus will be 
on the offense continuing to 
attack and finish shots. This 
past game, the Rebels hit the 
crossbar seven times. The 
focus of preparation will be on 
finishing crucial chances espe-
cially when losing home field 
advantage and playing against 
two top-tier SEC teams.
“We had tons of chances, 
but we just couldn’t finish 
one off. Really disappointing 
from that standpoint, but I 
was really happy with the way 
we played,” Mott said.
Kickoff in Starkville is 
set for 6 p.m. on Thursday. 
The Rebels will return home 
Sunday at 2 p.m. against the 
Auburn Tigers.
RUBY DRAAYER
thedmsports@gmail.com
SOCCER
Gabby Little battles for the ball with a Mizzou defender Friday in Oxford. Ole Miss will 
head to Starkville this Thursday to face Mississippi State.
FILE PHOTO: REED JONES / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
Madisyn Pezzino kicks the ball downfield. Pezzino scored the only goal for Ole Miss in the 
1-1 draw with Mizzou on Friday.
FILE PHOTO: REED JONES / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
TRYING TO SELL 
SOMETHING?
LOOKING FOR A 
NEW HOME?
NEED A JOB?
PLACE YOUR 
AD HERE!
OR
LOOK HERE 
FOR AN AD!
THE DM 
CLASSIFIEDS 
WORK!
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Apply @ jobs.dominos.com OR in person!
Domino’s East 1920 University 662.236.3844  
Domino’s West (Campus Store) 1603 W. Jackson Ave 662.236.3030
NOW HIRING DRIVERS
Make $12-$18 an hour!
at BOTH Oxford locations!
CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S
SOLUTION TO 09.23.2019 PUZZLEACROSS
1- North African desert; 
7- Tee preceder; 
10- Price paid; 
14- Future ferns; 
15- Narc’s org.; 
16- Voting no; 
17- Sound investment?; 
18- Comparative suffix; 
19- Approach; 
20- Loving; 
23- Removes wrinkles; 
26- From ___ Z; 
27- Actor’s parts; 
28- Ladder step; 
29- CIA predecessor; 
30- Metal, often used as 
a container; 
31- Spirit; 
33- It may come after 
you; 
34- Surprised cries; 
37- Formerly named; 
38- Hosp. area; 
39- Martini liquor; 
40- Triumph; 
41- Superlative ending; 
42- Drinking vessel; 
43- Erode; 
45- Rocky hill; 
46- Black gold; 
47- Exec’s note; 
48- Thread holder; 
51- Classifieds; 
52- Went public with; 
53- Beginning; 
56- Between ports;
57- Ages; 
58- Practical, as a plan; 
62- Gave temporarily, 
holy period of 40 days; 
63- Monopoly quartet: 
Abbr.; 
64- High regard; 
65- Sinclair rival; 
66- Washington bill; 
67- “You ___ worry”;  
DOWN
1- Draft initials; 
2- Quick to learn; 
3- Cultivation tool; 
4- Place in order; 
5- Coral colonies; 
6- Since; 
7- Decrees; 
8- Handle; 
9- It’s a wrap; 
10- Gun; 
11- Cager Shaquille; 
12- Ohio, e.g.; 
13- Wearies; 
21- Relax; 
22- Familiarize; 
23- Actress Dunne; 
24- Tricks; 
25- Inception; 
29- Happen; 
30- Experiment; 
32- Actress Kidman; 
33- Prejudice against 
old people; 
34- Proprietor; 
35- Casino request; 
36- Hair net; 
44- Mimic; 
45- Salad item; 
46- Hans Christian 
Andersen’s birthplace; 
48- Fish covering; 
49- Assumed attitudes; 
50- Harbingers; 
51- Nut of an oak; 
52- Parsley-family herb, 
used for flavoring; 
54- Roman tyrant; 
55- Smooth; 
59- Pickup truck 
feature; 
60- Novelist Deighton; 
61- Rescue squad VIP;;
Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.
INTERMEDIATE
SUDOKU© 
Puzzles by KrazyDad
HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL
OPINION
Mississippi’s excuse for gun violence doesn’t hold up
After mass shootings, we 
often hear pro-gun politicians 
coming forward with prayers and 
vague assertions that improve-
ments to mental health — with-
out any adjustments to gun laws 
— will prevent a “next time.” 
However, an outright failure to 
even provide adequate mental 
healthcare in Mississippi shows 
that these promises are no more 
than excuses.
Following the horrors of El 
Paso, Texas and Dayton, Ohio, 
gubernatorial Republican candi-
date and Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves 
appeared to care with a tweet 
that stated, “We see horror on the 
news every day. Suicide rates for 
young Americans are at record 
highs.” He further attempted to 
emotionally bandage the situ-
ation by saying “true evil” was 
the root of the violence. Reeves 
performs sympathy but has no 
apparent intention of curbing 
the issues that are critical to the 
safety of Mississippians.
U.S. District Judge Carlton 
Reeves found on Sept. 4 that the 
state of Mississippi had violated 
the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act, a federal civil rights 
law, by providing inadequate 
mental healthcare. Instead of 
providing community-based 
care and personal psychiatric 
help for those with the most 
severe cases, the state institu-
tionalized patients and isolated 
them in hospitals. Though the 
subpar and inhumane care can 
be attributed to a lack of budget, 
this excuse is as inadequate as 
the response Tate Reeves gave 
to his Democratic counterpart, 
Jim Hood.
A spokesman for Tate Reeves 
claimed, “Like the rest of the 
national Democrats, Hood will 
find a way to blame Republi-
cans for every problem under 
the sun for the next two months. 
This blame game is just more 
partisan politics from a liberal 
Democrat.” However, mental 
healthcare is not an issue that 
affects its patients or Democrats 
it is the crutch with which the 
Republican party upholds their 
response to gun violence.
The Center for Disease 
Control found that two-thirds 
of gun-related deaths in the U.S. 
are suicides. Instead of only look-
ing at the perpetrators in cases of 
gun violence, we need to consider 
the victims: people with mental 
health disorders are up to 10 
times more likely to be victims of 
gun violence than those without.
Ignoring the patterns of 
violence toward those affected 
by mental illness in our state 
by offering only prayers and no 
claim to action does nothing to 
prevent future harm.
Even though Judge Reeves’s 
decision focuses on the worst 
cases in Mississippi hospitals, 
a lack of funding through our 
mental health services reduces 
the capacity for students to 
find consistent and accessible 
care. The University Counsel-
ing Center received backlash 
after limiting the number of 
appointments to 10 in a year, 
but that is only if you can get 
an appointment  I’ve had peers 
wait two months to access coun-
seling services on campus. The 
University Counseling Center 
offers walk-in appointments, 
but for those with ongoing 
mental health issues, this care 
is not sustainable.
Coming from the candidate 
of a party whose sole response 
to issues of gun safety is to 
improve mental health services, 
Reeves is failing the security of 
Mississippians in daily life and in 
response to any future tragedies.
Do I believe that better 
mental healthcare is the only 
solution to gun violence? 
Certainly not. However, I am 
certain that tying both of these 
issues together and letting them 
sink to the bottom of the policy 
pile will only serve to wound our 
community further.
Katie Dames is a junior 
international studies major 
from St. Louis, Missouri
KATIE DAMES
thedmopinion@gmail.com
The Center for Disease Control found that two-
thirds of gun-related deaths in the U.S. are suicides. 
Instead of only looking at the perpetrators in cases of 
gun violence, we need to consider the victims: people 
with mental health disorders are up to 10 times 
more likely to be victims of gun violence than those 
without.
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The Mark. Includes major appliances, 
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OPINION
I love walking through 
campus at night. The globe 
lamps are perfectly mysteri-
ous and the looming academic 
buildings cast eerie shadows. 
Although, I sometimes catch 
myself looking back, espe-
cially after hearing suspicious 
sounds.
Scattered around campus 
are tall poles with blue lights. 
This blue light system is 
under the name “Code Blue.” 
It serves a simple purpose: to 
keep students safe. The poles 
have buttons that, if pushed, 
contact the police. I don’t 
mind having a glimmer of 
blue following me around — 
in case someone else is. But, 
take a minute to look around 
our campus. When was the 
last time you saw a giant blue 
pole on your way to class?
On other campuses, the 
Code Blue system has a rule: 
if you’re standing at a light, 
the next one should be in your 
sight. You should always have 
a blue light in view in case of 
emergency. However, if you 
look around our campus, 
there aren’t very many lights. 
You might see one near a 
dorm or parking garage, but 
there aren’t nearly enough. 
When I toured this university, 
almost a year ago, the absence 
of blue lights compared to 
other campuses was alarming. 
Other schools made a point to 
identify the lights and show 
how close they were to each 
other.
Now, this isn’t to say that 
Ole Miss doesn’t prioritize 
safety. Every freshman is told 
to download the LiveSafe app, 
and we’re given the emer-
gency and non-emergency 
number for the University 
Police Department. I’m safe 
as long as I have my phone, 
but phones can die and recep-
tion can be spotty. We need to 
be prepared, and the presence 
of more blue lights around 
campus could save lives.
With today’s technology, 
the idea of being able to call 
UPD anywhere at anytime is 
very appealing. Bulky blue 
lights that clutter up our 
nationally ranked campus 
aren’t desirable, and they’re 
expensive. The University of 
Nebraska spent $1.7 million 
on blue lights, but if it helps 
one person, then it’s worth it; 
it won’t help anyone if no one 
knows about them. I asked a 
few friends what they thought 
about the blue light system 
and all of their responses 
were the same.
“What?”
They were unsure of what 
I meant by the “blue light 
system” and after I explained 
it, they couldn’t remem-
ber ever being told about 
it. Although it’s a resource 
that isn’t heavily used, it is 
a resource nonetheless, and 
it needs to be talked about. 
And not just for students. 
On game days, the Grove is 
filled and UPD’s hands are 
full. Even though extra secu-
rity is brought in, they can’t 
be everywhere, and they have 
specific roles that need to be 
dealt with. The blue lights 
are a reliable source in high-
stress situations.
I know Ole Miss cares 
about  i ts  students  and 
community and the inten-
tion is not to put them into 
dangerous situations, but the 
solution to a problem is not to 
ignore it. Something as expen-
sive as the Code Blue stations 
were not invested in just so 
they can be brushed off. They 
are a valuable commodity that 
the university should not take 
lightly.
Emily  Stewart  i s  a 
freshman international 
studies and Arabic major 
from Columbia, Tennessee
EMILY STEWART
thedmopinion@gmail.com
Where are our blue lights?
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